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CORPORATION PLATE AND INSIGNIA OF OFFICE, ETC.* 

By LLEVVELLYNN JEWITT, F.S.A., &c. 




HE Corporation of Northampton is rich in the 
possession of no less than five maces, besides 
a mayor's chain of office with suspended 
medals, two silver loving- cups, or flag-ons, two 
tobacco boxes, and some highly interesting 
banners. These are all shown grouped to- 
g"ether, in the ornate oaken case manufactured 
for their reception in 1752, in the engraving (Fig. 49). For 
this representation and many particulars I have to express 
my thanks to William Dennis, Esq., Mayor of Northampton 
(1879). The large mace, which is of usual open-arched 
form, and is the one borne before the mayor on all public 
occasions, is of silver gilt, 3 feet 9 inches in length. It was 
purchased about 1680, at a cost of ;^8o. Around the head, or 
bowl, in the four compartments, divided as usual by demi- 



figures and foliage, are respectively the rose, the harp, the 
fieur-de-lis, and the thistle, each crowned between the initials 
C. R. ; and on the flat plate at the top, under the arches of the 
crown, are the royal arms, quarterly, i and 4, France and 
England quarterly; 2, Scotland; 3, Ireland; with crown, lion 
and unicorn supporters, and garter motto. The shaft is divided 
into three lengths by bands, and is beautifully chased with rose 
and thistle throughout. On the base are the arms of the borough, 
with the rose and the thistle repeated on either side. 

Three of the smaller maces are of brass, and measure re- 
spectively 14^, 13J, and 13 inches in length. The longest of 
these has, as usual, its head crested with a circlet of crosses 
pattee and fleurs-de-lis, and on the flat plate at the top are the 
royal arms, quarterly, i and 4, France and England quarterly ; 
2, Scotland; 3, Ireland; with crown, garter motto, and lion and 




Pig^ /^'^ ,— Corporation Plate and Insignia^ Stamford. 



unicorn supporters. Around the head, or bowl, are the arms of 
the borough of Northampton— a triple-towered castle, with lion 
supporters ; a rose crowned ; a thistle crowned ; and a harp 
similarly crowned. The other two brass maces are in every 
respect a pair, and of precisely the same form as the one just 
described. On the flat top of each are the royal arms. 



• Continued from page 144. 



quarterly, i and 4, England and Scotland impaled ; 2, France ; 
3, Hanover (per pale and per chevron, i, Brunswick; 2, Lunen- 
burg; 3, Saxony; over all an inescutcheon charged with the 
crown of Charlemagne), with crown, supporters, and garter motto. 
The bowls are crested with a circlet of crosses pattee and 
fleurs-de-lis, and round the bowl are the borough arms and 
crowned rose, thistle, and harp, as on the other. The shafts 
of all three are divided into three lengths by encircling bands, 
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and the bases are flat. These three maces were bequeathed 
to the corporation about a hundred and twenty years ago by 
will of one of the mace-bearers. 

The most important and interesting of the maces, however, I 
have reserved to the last. It is of pure gold, and measures 
8i inches in length ; the length of the bowl being if inches, 
and its diameter 2^ inches. The head, or bowl, is crested with a 
circlet of fleurs-de-Hs and crosses pattee, and bears on its plate 
at the top, in bold relief, the royal arms, quarterly, i and 4, 
France (three fleurs-de-lis) and England quarterly; 2, Scot- 
land; 3, Ireland; with open-arched crown, garter motto, and 
lion and unicorn supporters ; the lion, on the dexter side, being 
crowned, and the unicorn, on the sinister, having collar and 
chain. The bowl is divided into four compartments by a simple 
foliated ornament in high relief, and these compartments con- 
tain, in the first the letter I, in the second a Tudor rose, in 
the third the letter R, and in the fourth an open-arched crown. 
The letters I R are of large size, highly ornate, and foliated. 
The shaft is divided into three lengths by an ornamental en- 
circling band ; attached to the lowest of these are four perfo- 
rated plates, or laminae, of highly ornamented character, with 
lions' heads and foliage; and on the flat bottom of the base is 
an escutcheon bearing a j^lain cross. This very interesting, and 
indeed, in metal, almost unique, mace is, in its general cha- 
racter, and the initials, divisional ornaments, laminae, &c., 
almost an exact counterpart of two small silver examples at 
Chipping Campden 

The loving cups were presented to the corporation, the one 
by Charles, Earl of Northampton, in 1759; the other by Sir 
John Langham, Bart., in the same year. The first bears the 
Earl's arms (a lion, passant guardant between three helmets), 
with coronet, and supporters (two dragons), with motto, '* Je ne 
serche que ung," and the inscription, " The Gift of the Rt. Hon. 
Charles, Earl of Northampton, to the Corporation of North- 
ampton, 1759 ; " the second bears the arms of Langham (three 
boars' heads muzzled), and the inscription, "The Gift of Sir 
John Langham, Bart., to the Coiporation of Northampton, 
1759." The tobacco box bears the arms of the borough of 
Northampton, and the date of '' April 1723." The mayor's chain 
was presented in 1822 by the then town clerk, Mr. Theophilus 
Jeyes, the medals, or pendants, attached to it being presented, 
the one by Sir John Enghsh Dolben in 18 17, and the other in 
'''^7 3 by the committee of a local exhibition of leather manu- 
facturers. 

Colchester is somewhat rich in its regalia, which con- 
sist of one large mace, four smaller ones, a mayor's chain, an 
oyster gauge, a water bailiff's oar, a two-handled loving cup, 
and a salver of large size ; these are all grouped together in 
the engraving (Fig. 8). The corporation also possesses a town 
banner, which is carried before the mayor and body corporate 
at the proclamation of the fair, and in the excursions down the 
Colne at the holding of a Court of Conservancy ; a silver key 
worn by the borough treasurer; and the mayor's silver ticket 
for the theatre. This latter is 2 inches in diameter, circular 
like a medal; its edge is ornamented with a cable pattern 
in relief; and it bears on the obverse the words ''Colchester 
Theatre," and on the reverse, ''The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor :" its date is supposed to be about 1750. 

The great mace, of silver gilt, is one of the largest and hand- 
somest in the kingdom ; it measures 4 feet 10 inches in length. 
The head, or bowl, is of the usual form, with circlet of crosses 
pattee and fleurs-de-lis, from which rise the open arches of the 
crown, surmounted with orb and cross. Round the bowl are, 
first, the arms of Colchester {gules, a cross raguled, argent; in 
chief two, and in base one, ducal coronets, or, the lower limb 
of the cross passing through the lower coronet) in a highly 
ornate shield ; next, a fleur-de-lis surmounted by a crown ; next, 
a thistle similarly crowned ; and next, a harp in same manner. 
These, as usual, are divided from each other by demi-figures 
terminating in foliage, locally termed "mermaids," and said 
to be there introduced " in allusion to the fishery belonging to 
the town." On the flat plate at the top, under the arches of 
the crown, are the royal arms, viz. quarterly, first, England and 



Scotland impaled; second, France; third, Ireland; fourth, 
Hanover (per pale and per chevron— first, Brunswick ; second, 
Lunenburg; third. Saxony; over all an inescutcheon charged 
with the crown of Charlemagne), with supporters, and sur- 
mounted with a crown between the royal initials G. R. It bears 
no date or inscription. 

The four small maces are of silver, and are 13J inches in 
length ; they are all alike, and have semi-globular heads, with- 
projecting open-work laminae at the base. On the flat top of 
each is let in, and held in position by small detents, a silver 
plate of the royal arms, viz. quarterly, first and fourth, France 
(three fleurs-de-Hs) and England quarterly ; second, Scotland ; 
third, Ireland ; the shield surmounted by an open-arched crown, 
and surrounded by scroll ornament. The mayor's gold chain, 
which is 46 inches in length, and formed into six rows, was 
given to the corporation in the mayoralty of Thomas Wilshire, 
Esq., in 1765, by Mr. Leonard Ellington. 

The " oyster gauge" was formerly of silver, but the present 
one' is of brass, and bears no other ornament than a small star ; 
the silver one bore the borough arms on its convex side. This 
gauge is an exact cast, if I may so express it, of an oyster shell 
of the standard size, and below which size none are allowed to 
come into the market. The silver oar of the water bailiff, 
8J inches long, has engraved on one side the arms of the borough. 

The two-handled loving cup bears on its front the Col- 
chester arms, with the inscription, " The Gift of Abraham John- 
son, Esq., to the Corporation of Colchester," and on the other 
side a richly mantled shield, bearing the arms of the donor, on 
a chevron between three leopards' heads erased, the sun in 
splendour (and the date 1673), with helmet and crest, a leopard's - 
head erased. The cup is said to hold more than a gallon. 

The silver salver, about 20 inches in diameter, bears the in- 
scription, with armorial bearings, "Presented to Henry Vint, 
Esq., Mayor of Colchester, by Subscribers to the New Town 
Hall, as a Testimonial of their estimation of his services to the 
town of Colchester in originating and promoting that important 
public improvement, October, 1844." 

At Stamford the corporation treasures consist of three 
maces, a mayor's chain, a large covered punch bowl and ladle, 
two loving cups, and four waits' badges. For photographs and 
particulars connected with all these I am under great obligation 
to the mayor (1879), T. G. Mason, Esq., and Mr. Alderman 
Michelson, who have been indefatigable in the trouble they have 
taken for me (Fig. 47). The large mace, which is of silver gilt, is 
4 feet 8 inches in length, and weighs nearly 21 lbs. ; it is supposed 
to have cost about ;^i50. The head, or bowl, is divided, as usual, 
into four compartments by demi-female figures and foliage, &c., 
and these contain respectively a rose, a thistle, a fleur-de-lis, 
and a harp, each surmounted by a crown. It is crested by a 
circlet of four crosses pattee, and as many fleurs-de-lis, of elegant 
and unusual design, and from this rise the four arches of the 
open crown, surmounted by orb and cross. On the flat plate at 
the top, beneath the arches of the crown, are the royal arms of 
Charles II., quarterly, first and fourth, France (three fleurs-de-lis) 
and England quarterly ; second, Scotland ; third, Ireland ; with 
supporters, helmet, crown, crest, royal and garter mottoes, and 
elegant mantling. These arms are in high relief, and are ex- 
quisitely designed and executed ; the crest is between the royal 
initials CT R. The shaft, which is divided as usual by massive 
and elaborately ornamented encircling bands, is elegantly 
chased throughout. The upper part of the base bears on one 
side the arms of the borough of Stamford (the royal arms of 
England, impaling those of Warren), with foliage ; and on the 
other the Bertie (Lindsey) arms, azure, three battering rams 
in pale, or. Beneath this, on the lower part of the base, is 
the Bertie crest, which divides the following inscription : — " Ex 
dono Nobilissimi Viri Caroli Bertie Filij Montacuti Comitis 
de Lindsey qui antique huic Burgo de Stamford cujus Suf- 
fragio in Comitijs Regni Locum jam obtinet ejusdem Burgi 
nomine. Signum hoc Praetoriae Dignitatis etute pignus amoris 
sui perpetui gestandum dedit Anno Praeturae Danielis Wig- 
more & Humanae Salutis MDCLXXVlii," which has been 
thus rendered; — "The Gift of the noble Charles Bertie, son 
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of Montague, Earl of Lindsey, who presented this ancient 
borough of Stamford (by whose favour he now has a seat in 
ParUament to represent the said borough) with this official mark 
of mayoralty, to be for ever borne as a token of his regard. In 
the mayoralty of Daniel Wigmorc, and the year of our Lord 
1678." 

The next mace, which is 36 inches in length, and weighs about 
4J lbs., is also of silver, and of the same general form as the 
other, but of much more elaborate and ornate character in its 
details. On the flat plate at the top, under the arches of the 
crown, are the royal arms, and round the head, or bowl, are, in 



compartments formed by demi-figures and foliage, the rose, the 
thistle, the fleur-de-lis, and the harp, each surmounted by a 
crown between highly ornamental letters of the royal initials C R. 
On the base are the arms of the borough, and the inscription, 
" This Mace was renewed at the charge of the Corporation of the 
Town of Stamford, in Ano : Domi. 1660." The borough arms 
also occur in the upper division of the shaft, below the bowl. 

The third mace, which is the smallest, and by far the oldest, 
is 20 inches in length, and is also of silver. It has a bowl-shaped 
head, without crown, and the shaft is divided into two lengths by 
an encircling band. The bowl is headed by a cable border and 




-Corporation Maces-, ^c.^ Ipswich. 



Fig. 49. — Coiporation htsignia, ^'c, Northainpton. 



simple cresting, and on the raised flat plate at the top is a 
shield bearing the royal arms, quarterly, i and 4, France (three 
fleurs-de-lis), 2 and 3, England, within a trefoil. These arms 
were originally enamelled, traces of colour still remaining. 
The bowl is divided by upright bands into four compartments, 
and in these the rose and the fleur-de-lis alternate. 

The punch bowl, which holds five gallons and weighs about 
i6j lbs., is, with its cover and ladle, richly embossed and 
chased. It bears on one side, exquisitely engraved, the arms 
of Bertie with their six quarterings, with helmet, crest, mantling, 



and motto, "■ Loyavltie m'oblige ; " and on the other the follow- 
ing inscription : — '' Carolvs Bertie Frater Roberti filivs Mon- 
tacvti nepos Roberti Comitvm de Lindsey hsereditario jure 
Magnorvm Anglise Camerariorvm qui binis vicibvs pro hoc 
Burgo de Stamford. Ad svprema Regni Comitia Depvtatvs 
est A.D. 1678 et 1685, Qvibvs vtrisqve Annis Daniel Wigmore 
Prsetor hvivs Bvrgi fvit. Pocvlvm hoc in qvo cives Stamfor- 
dienses tvm svam erga serenissimos Magnse Britanniae Reges 
Fidem tvm Bertianae domvs erga illos amicitiam commemorent 
eidem Dan. Wigmore nvnc Prsetori eivsque in perpetvvm svcces- 
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soribvs gratvs ac libens donat dicatqve aid: 1685," which has 
been thus translated :— " Charles Bertie, the brother of Robert, 
son of Montague, a descendant of the Earls of Lindsey, hereditary- 
Lord Chamberlains of England, who was twice chosen to repre- 
sent this borough of Stamford in Parliament, viz., in 1673 and in 
1685, in both which years Daniel Wigmore was mayor of the said 
borough, gratefully presents and dedicates to the said Daniel Wig- 
more, the present mayor, and his successors for ever, the bowl, in 
which the inhabitants of Stamford may commemorate both their 
allegiance towards the Kings of Great Britain, and also the friend- 
ship which the Bertie family had for them. In the year of our 
Lord 1685." 

The covered loving-cup, or " Sir C. Clapham's Cup," as it is 
called, bears on one side the arms of the donor, and on the other 
those of the borough of Stamford, and has the following inscrip- 
tion :— " Christopher Clapham, Esq., freeman of the Towne of 
Stamford, 1658, giveth this Cupp for ever to the Towne, to goe 
from Allderman to AUderman." The donor was captain of a troop 
of volunteers in Stamford in 1658, when he was presented with the 
freedom of the borough, and gave this cup. The " Mayor's Cup " 
is quite plain. The mayor's chain is one of the most effective yet 
designed. It is literally a "collar of SS.," the letters being ar- 
ranged end to end, and the names of successive mayors engraved 
thereon. It consists of twenty-one letters S linked together, and 
attached at the front to a medallion containing a gold angel of 
Edward IV. (the time of one of the charters of the borough), and 
from this is suspended a badge in gold and enamel, bearing the 
borough arms surrounded by the inscription, SIG : COMMVNE : 
BVRGI : STAMFORDI.E ; and at the back, ** Edward Browning, Esq., 
Mayor of Stamford, 1683, giveth this Badge to the Towne for ever 
to pass from Mayor to Mayor." The chain was designed by the 
donor (an architect), and manufactured by Moring. 

The " waits' badges," six in number, of silver gilt, are among 
the most interesting of the treasures of the Stamford Corporation. 
Four are of early date, and two later : we have engraved one of 
them. They are simply ornamental shields of the borough arms 
in relief. On the back of the older ones is the inscription, " The 
Towns Arms of Stamford in the County of Lincolne, 1691," and 
on the later ones, "The Corporation of Stamford, 1823." In 
-Butcher's "Survey," 1614, it is stated that "the new Alderman 
passeth to his house with the two Maces ; the one of gold, the 
other of silver, borne before him, attended by the severall Compa- 
nies as is aforesaid, with the lowd Musick of the Towne playing 
before them." Harrod, who wrote in 1785, says : " The four Waits 
have an annual salary of fifty shillings each, these dressed in scar- 
let cloaks trimmed with gold lace precede the mayor with their 
music the day on which he is chosen, commonly called the mayor's 
feast-day ; on the proclaiming of Simon and Jude Fair ; and on his 
Majesty's birthday ; thrice weekly also in the dead of the night 
they walk round the streets playing from the above fair to Christ- 
mas, at which holidays they call at persons' houses, where, after 
playing a tune or two. they are presented with a shilling, or half-a- 
crown, at the donor's pleasure. It was customary for them to go 
the same rounds from the holidays to Lady Day, and again call 
upon the same houses ; but where there is not a vigilant magistrate 
this quarter is neglected." 

In the account of Edward Butt, Gent., late Chamberlain and 
Receiver of the Rents and Profits of the Corporation of 
Stamford, is the item, "Taken on Monday, December 22nd, 
1823, to Mr. T. Hayne's, Silversmith, for new medals for waits, 

&c., £15 IS-^-" 

The corporation of the town of Chipping Campden, m Glou- 
cestershire, to which I have just alluded, possesses four maces ; an 
ancient bell-metal standard measure ; an ancient staff of wood, five 
feet in length, with turned head, but without date or ornament ; 
two robes of purple cloth trimmed with black velvet ; and a scarlet 
robe trimmed with ermine. 

The two oldest maces, of silver with iron cores, date from the 



time of James I., probably from the first year of his reign, and 
measure respectively thirteen inches and eleven inches in length. 
The bowls are surmounted with open-work circlets of crosses 
pattee and fleurs-de-lis, and divided by an ornament in high relief 
into four equal parts, containing first, the letter I ; second, R ; 
third, a Tudor rose ; and fourth, an open-arched crown, all in high 
relief. On the flat plate at the top, in high relief, are the royal 
arms, viz., quarterly, i and 4, France (three fleurs-de-lis) and Eng- 
land quarterly ; 2, Scotland ; 3, Ireland ; with supporters, and sur- 
mounted by an open-arched crown. The shafts (divided into three 
lengths by ornamental encircling bands) are diapered all over with 
a delicate reticulated pattern, the lozenges throughout being filled 
in with roses and thistles, stemmed and leaved, alternating with 
each other. Attached to the lowest and smallest division are four 
perforated plates, bearing a design of dolphin-heads and foliage, 
and on this part of the shaft itself are the initials and date, R. 
B.4- 1605 + . The bases are flat and quite plain. 

The other pair of maces, exactly alike in every detail, are of 
brass, gilt, and measure three feet five inches in length. The open- 
work head of each is composed of four exquisitely designed acan- 
thus-leaves, carved in a masterly manner, and delicately chased 
throughout. These leaves support the open-arched crown, sur- 
mounted with orb and cross. The crown, which is in rich repoussi 
work and delicately chased, is a marvel of Art, the design fault- 
lessly good, and the jewellery and decoration of the highest order. 
The shafts, which unscrew in the middle, are divided into four 
lengths by a double foliated ornament and encircling bands. At 
the base is a foliated ornament, with the initials E+W. On the 
shaft of each is engraved the inscription, " The Gift of the Earl of 
Gainsborough, I773-" 

The charter of Appleby, referred to on page 144, was lost, and 
the earliest in the possession of the corporation is one relating to 
privileges said to have been granted by Henry II. after the town 
had been almost totally destroyed by the Scots. The insignia of 
the corporation consist of a mace, a state sword, a two-handled 
loving-cup, a punch-bowl with pair of ladles, a corporation seal, 
a mayor's seal, and the seal of the Chantry of the Virgin Mary in 
St. Lawrence's Church. The mace, which is of silver gilt, is 
forty-four inches in height. Around the head, or bowl, on one 
side is a compartment formed of ornamental scrolls, on which is 
the. date 1733, below which are a rose and a thistle, and the rose, 
the fleur-de-lis, and the harp. The bowl is crested with a circlet 
of highly ornate crosses pattee and fleurs-de-lis, and from it rise 
the four arches of the open crown, which are surmounted as usual 
with orb and cross. The sword, which is two-edged, is four feet 
three inches in length from pommel to chape. The pommel, of 
silver, has on one side a figure of Justice with her scales, and 
Fame, double-trumpeted, on the other, with an angel at each cor- 
ner. The hilt is wrapped with silver wire, and the richly-decorated 
guard terminates at each end in a powerfully-modelled head. The 
scabbard is of red velvet, mounted with four bands of brass. On 
the upper band is, on one side, the same inscription as on the 
blade, and on the other a lion rampant guardant ; on the second, 
a harp on one side, and a rose and crown on the other ; on the 
third, a harp on one side, and lion passant guardant on the other ; 
and on the chape, on one side an angel, and on the other a lion 
rampant guardant imperially crowned, facing to the sinister side, 
and surmounted with a harp. John Dalston, the donor of this 
splendid sword, was elected M.P. for Appleby April 5, 1661, and 
continued to represent the borough till 1679. The loving-cup, two- 
handled and covered, weighs over seventy ounces, and bears the 
inscription, " Burgus de Appleby 4 Octob., 1703. The gift of 
James Graham, Esq., then sworn Freeman and Alderman of this 
Burrough." The punch-bowl, of silver, weighs over sixty ounces, 
and bears on one side the arms of the borough, and on the other 
the words, " This bowl in exchange for old silver plate given by 
sundry benefactors to the Corporation of Appleby. By order of 
the Court. Thos. Heelis, Mayor, 1785." 



